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A Chronology of the Civil Rights Movement
in the Deep South, 1955-68

THE MONTGOMERY
BUS BOYCOTT

THE STUDENT
SIT-INS

December 1, 1955—Mrs. Rosa L. Parks is
arrested for violating the bus-segregation
ordinance in Montgomery, Alabama.

December 5, 1955—The Montgomery Bus
Boycott begins, and Rev. Martin Luther
King, Jr., 26, is elected president of the
Montgomery Improvement Association.

December 21, 1956—Montgomery’s buses
are integrated, and the Montgomery Im-
provement Association calls off its boy-
cott after 381 days.

January 10-11, 1957—The Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference (SCLC) is
founded, with Dr. King as president.

February 1, 1960—Four black students sit
in at the Woolworth’s lunch counter in
Greensboro, N.C., starting a wave of stu-
dent protest that sweeps the Deep South.

April 15, 1960—The Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) is found-
ed at Shaw University in Raleigh, N.C.

October 19-27, 1960—Dr. King is jailed
during a sit-in at Rich’s Department Store
in Atlanta and subsequently transferred to
a maximum security prison. Democratic
presidential nominee John F. Kennedy



THE FREEDOM
RIDES

THE BIRMINGHAM
DEMONSTRATIONS

telephones Mrs. King to express his con-
cern.

May 4, 1961—The Freedom Riders, led by
James Farmer of the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE), leave Washington,
D.C., by bus.

May 14, 1961—A white mob burns a Free-
dom Rider bus outside Anniston, Ala.
Riders aboard a second bus are beaten by
Klansmen in Birmingham.

May 20, 1961—Freedom Riders are beat-
en at the Montgomery terminal. Whites
riot outside a church where Dr. King,
Farmer, and the Riders are meeting.

May 21, 1961—The Freedom Riders leave
Montgomery under National Guard pro-
tection and are imprisoned immediately
upon arriving in Jackson, Mississippi.

October 1, 1962—James Meredith be-
comes the first black man to attend class
at the University of Mississippi.

April 3, 1963—SCLC launches Project
“C” (for confrontation) to protest segre-
gation of lunch counters and rest rooms in
downtown Birmingham.

April 12, 1963—Dr. King arrested on
Good Friday for defying a state court’s in-
junction against protest marches. While
confined over Easter weekend, he writes
the “‘Letter from Birmingham Jail.”

May 2-7, 1963—SCLC organizes the
‘“‘children’s crusade,” recruiting elemen-
tary and high school students for its
marches. Police Commissioner Eugene
“Bull”’ Connor retaliates with police
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FREEDOM
SUMMER

dogs, fire hoses, and mass arrests that fill
the jails.

May 10, 1963—Dr. King and Rev. Fred L.
Shuttlesworth announce that Birming-
ham’s white leaders have agreed to a de-
segregation plan. That night King’s motel
is bombed, and blacks riot until dawn.

June 11, 1963—Alabama Gov. George
Wallace stages his ‘‘Stand in the School-
house Door’’ in an unsuccessful effort to
block integration of the University of Ala-
bama.

June 12, 1963—NAACP leader Medgar
Evers is shot to death at his home in Jack-
son, Mississippi.

September 15, 1963—Four black children
die in the bombing of Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church in Birmingham.

June, 1964—Freedom Summer begins as
hundreds of volunteers arrive in Missis-
sippi to work in the Mississippi Summer
Project organized by SNCC, CORE,
SCLC, and NAACP.

July 2, 1964—President Lyndon B.
Johnson signs the 1964 Civil Rights Act
outlawing segregation in public accommo-
dations.

August 4, 1964—After a six-week searcl!,
the bodies of three missing Summer Proj-
ect workers are found buried under an
earthen dam near Philadelphia, Mis-
sissippi.

December 10, 1964—Dr. King receives
the Nobel Peace Prize.
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THE SELMA March 7, 1965—*'Bloody Sunday.” Ala-
MARCH bama troopers and Dallas County deputies

beat and gas voting-rights marchers in
Selma.

March 15, 1965—1In his **We Shall Over-
come’  speech, President Johnson
responds to the events in Selma by an-
nouncing that he is submitting a Voting
Rights Bill to Congress.

March 21-25, 1965—Dr. King leads
marchers from Selma to Montgomery. Af-
ter the march, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, a
marcher from Detroit, is shot to death by
nightriders.

August 6, 1965—President Johnson signs
the Voting Rights Act.

April 4, 1968—Dr. King is shot to death in
Memphis, Tennessee.
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